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The freshwater fish collection of the Instituto Hum-
boldt (IAvH-P) was founded in 1971 in Bogotá 
(Colombia’s capital city) and then moved to its cur-
rent location in Villa de Leyva in 1995. Villa de Leyva 
is located 177 km NE from Bogotá (approximately 
21/2 hours by car), in the Boyacá department. 

The IAvH-P collection is one of the larg-
est ichthyological repositories in Co-
lombia, holding more than 16000 cata-
loged lots. 

Specimens mainly come from Colom-
bia, but there are additional records 
from Costa Rica, Ecuador, French Gui-
ana, Guyana, Panama, Peru, and Vene-
zuela.  

Around 2000 collecting localities are 

represented, spanning the main hydro-

graphic systems of Colombia (Amazon, 

Orinoco, Magdalena-Cauca, and Carib-

bean and Pacific versant rivers), and al-

so all the 32 departments. 

65 nominal species are represented by IAvH-P type specimens (14 correspond to 

holotypes). All associated information is available through the Online Catalog of 

Type Specimens, providing also high resolution photographs of specimens. 

Collection data are freely available through the Colombia Biodiversity Infor-

mation System: SIB-Colombia (Colombian node of GBIF) and CEIBA (Data Infra-

structure of Instituto Humboldt). 

Currently, we are developing an online searchable database, allowing access 
in a single place to all data associated to each individual catalog number 
(catalog data, images, links to published DNA sequences, files or links to 
published papers, as well as other multimedia content).  

Labels are generated with the software IReport 5.5.1 and printed in polyester ma-

terial using a thermal printer. A QR code (bi-dimensional barcode) is created for 

each catalog number. 

The collection data are entirely loaded in Specify 6.5. 

In taxonomic terms, 990 species are found in IAvH-P, which represents 66% 

of the 1495 native species known from Colombia. 

The IAvH-P collection has four kinds of preparations: 1) specimens preserved in eth-

anol at 75%, housed either in glass jars or plastic barrels, 2) cleared and stained 

specimens kept in glycerol at 90% with diluted thymol, 3) dry skeletons housed in 

acid free paperboard boxes, and 4) tissue samples frozen in liquid nitrogen tanks. 
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